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SUBJ: DOMINICAN REACTIONS TO US PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 

1. FOLLOWING US ELECTIONS WITH INTENSE INTEREST, DOMINICANS 
REACTED TO OUTCOME PREDOMINANTLY WITH EULSOME ADMIRATION EOR 
MANNER IN WHICH ELECTIONS WERE CONDUCTED AND INTERPRETATION 
THAT RESULTS SHOWED DESIRE OF AMERICANS FOR CHANGE. BESIDES 
THESE MAJOR THEMES, EDITORIALS OF PAST FEW DAYS EXPRESSED 

HOPE THAT CHANGE WOULD BRING GREATER US CONCERN EOR LATIN 
AMERICAN PROBLEMS AND THAT US WOULD AVOID INTERVENTION IN 
AFEAIRS OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 

2. DOMINICANS OE ALL PERSUASIONS WERE PROEOUNDLY IMPRESSED 
BY ELECTION PROCESS, MADE VIVID FOR THEM BY ALL NIGHT ELECTION 
WATCH SPONSORED BY USIS AT ONE OF LARGER SANTO DOMINGO HOTELS. 
AN ESTIMATED 2000 DOMINICANS AND AMERICANS VISITED THE CENTER 
IN THE COURSE OE THE EVENING. IN COMMENTS TO EMBOFES, 

DOMINICANS LAUDED THE ELECTIONS AS AN IMPRESSIVE EXAMPLE TO 
THE WORLD OE THE WORKINGS OE A REAL DEMOCRACY. 

3. IN ONLY PUBLIC STATEMENT OF GOVT OFFICIAL THUS FAR, 

FOREIGN UNDERSECRETARY LICELOTT MARTE DE BARRIOS TOLD PRESS 
THAT CARTER'S VICTORY WOULD NOT CHANGE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
US AND THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, AND THAT COOPERATION AND 
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OPPOSITION PARTIDO REVOLUCIONARIO DOMINICANO (PRD) JUBILANTLY 
STATED THAT PARTY HAD MANY FRIENDS IN CARTER CAMP AND THAT HE 
EORESAW A MORE CONGENIAL RELATIONSHIP OF THE PARTY WITH A 
DEMOCRATIC ADMINISTRATION. ULTIMA HORA REPORTED, IN AN AMUSING 
SIDELIGHT, THAT ACERBIC EX-PRESIDENT JUAN BOSCH, AFTER DECLARING 
PUBLICLY THAT IT DIDN'T MATTER WHICH CANDIDATE WON, HOVERED 
OVER THE TELETYPE MACHINES AT A NEWSPAPER OEEICE FOLLOWING THE 
DETAILS OF THE THE ELECTIONS. 

4. MOST OUTSPOKEN COMMENTS ON CARTER VICTORY CAME FROM 
MODERATE LEETIST OPPOSITION EUGURES WHO SAW IN IT MESSAGE THEY 
HOPED WOULD BE CONVEYED TO PRESIDENT BALAGUER AND DOMINICAN 
PEOPLE THAT AN ADMINISTRATION CAN BE VOTED OUT AND A NEW ONE 
TAKE POWER IN A PEACEFUL AND ORDERLY WAY IE ELECTIONS ARE OPEN 
AND HONEST. 
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